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Treasury. That wasn’t the problem. 
The problem was that we were deficit 
spending. And that’s a large reason 
why the Democrats won the majority 
in November of 2006, to cut out deficit 
spending. 

So, after hearing my friends across 
the aisle last night talking about how 
bad deficit spending was, I went back, 
and as I thought about it last night, it 
could mean only one thing. Our Demo-
cratic colleagues, including the major-
ity leader that spoke so eloquently last 
night here, are going to vote with us 
against this deficit monstrosity be-
cause parents, most parents, would do 
anything to make the life of their chil-
dren better. But not here in Congress. 
We’ve got a bill that is going to allow 
us to live better at the expense of our 
children, and we should not do this to 
future generations if we care. 

f 

IT’S CRITICAL THAT CONGRESS 
ACT QUICKLY AND RESPONSIBLY 

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. OLSON. Madam Speaker, with 
employment hitting unprecedented 
highs, it is critical that Congress act 
quickly and responsibly to turn the 
economy around. Unfortunately, many 
of my Democratic colleagues continue 
to play partisan politics with our chil-
dren’s and our grandchildren’s future. 
Apparently the backers of the stimulus 
bill believe that any government 
spending can be justified as an eco-
nomic stimulus. The result in both this 
Chamber and the Senate is a bill larded 
with spending on Democratic policy 
priorities that will not impact the 
economy for years, if at all. 

Republicans have put forth a real so-
lution, one that provides targeted tax 
relief to hardworking Americans, and 
provides economic relief to allow busi-
nesses to invest in themselves and re-
build our economy. 

As the President has said, the deci-
sions we make now will have long-term 
consequences on our future and future 
generations. At the very least, we owe 
those future generations a thoughtful 
debate and objective economic jus-
tifications for our actions. 

f 

PEOPLE ARE WORRIED BACK 
HOME 

(Mr. LATTA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LATTA. Madam Speaker, last 
weekend I was home, and folks back 
home are worried. They’re worried 
about what this Congress is doing. 
They’re worried about their futures, 
they’re worried about their kids, 
they’re worried about their jobs. 

One of the things when I was talking 
to a lot of the folks at home over the 
weekend was, first of all, they said 
what happened to that $700 billion that 

you all passed last year for the finan-
cial bailout? And they’re worried about 
what’s going to be going on right now 
with this $838 billion that we’ve seen 
come out of the Senate. And, of course, 
that’s not the correct figure because 
after you figure in your interest, 
you’re over $1 trillion. 

And when you talk about that $1 tril-
lion, you know right now we owe $3 
trillion to foreign governments, with 
as of 2 months ago the Chinese owning 
$682 billion of our debt. We watch this 
keep rising and rising, and the people 
want to know what’s the future going 
to hold for them; where are the jobs 
going to be. 

Well, the Republicans have offered a 
plan, especially one in which Ohio, 
under our plan, would create 246,000 
jobs, compared to the 142,000 jobs of-
fered under the current stimulus pack-
age. 

I think that this Congress should ex-
amine what this Congress should be 
doing, making sure that we spend our 
dollars wisely. 

f 

b 1415 

WHERE WERE THE MEDIA . . . ? 

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, sometimes media bias is most evi-
dent by the news that reporters choose 
not to cover. 

For example, where were the media 
when the Congressional Budget Office 
announced last week that the economic 
stimulus package would reduce the 
long-term potential output of the econ-
omy? Almost every national media 
outlet ignored the CBO’s negative re-
port. 

Where were the media when the 
White House announced last week that 
it would seize oversight of the Census 
Bureau and, thus, be able to politicize 
the nonpartisan census? 

Where were the media when Presi-
dent Obama decided that an internal 
investigation by his own attorney was 
sufficient to clear his staff of any inap-
propriate dealings with the former 
Governor of Illinois? 

Madam Speaker, can you imagine 
what the media would have done if a 
Republican President were involved? 

f 

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
February 9, 2009. 

Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER PELOSI, This letter is to in-
form you that I will be taking a leave of ab-
sence from my position on the House Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs (HCFA); however, 

I reserve my right to retain my seniority on 
HCFA during my service on the Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me or my 
Chief of Staff, Shana Chandler, with any 
questions or concerns. 

Respectfully yours, 
ADAM SMITH, 

Member of Congress. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the resignation is accepted. 

There was no objection. 
f 

MOTION TO GO TO CONFERENCE 
ON H.R. 1, AMERICAN RECOVERY 
AND REINVESTMENT ACT OF 2009 

Mr. OBEY. Madam Speaker, pursuant 
to clause 1 of rule XXII and by direc-
tion of the Committee on Appropria-
tions, I move to take from the Speak-
er’s table the bill (H.R. 1) making sup-
plemental appropriations for job pres-
ervation and creation, infrastructure 
investment, energy efficiency and 
science, assistance to the unemployed, 
and State and local fiscal stabilization, 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2009, and for other purposes, with a 
Senate amendment thereto, disagree to 
the Senate amendment, and agree to 
the conference asked by the Senate. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-

tleman from Wisconsin is recognized 
for 1 hour. 

Mr. OBEY. Madam Speaker, for pur-
poses of debate only, I yield 30 minutes 
to the gentleman from California (Mr. 
LEWIS). All time yielded during consid-
eration of the motion is for debate 
only. 

Madam Speaker, I yield myself 1 
minute. 

I think the need for this action is ob-
vious. The country is in trouble eco-
nomically. We need to put an economic 
recovery package in place just as soon 
as possible. Going to conference is the 
next step to making that happen, and I 
would urge support for the motion. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. LEWIS of California. Madam 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
might consume. 

It was less than 2 weeks ago that we 
debated the House version of the eco-
nomic stimulus package. When we 
began this process, I was hopeful that 
the House and the Senate would heed 
the President’s call for bipartisanship. 
Madam Speaker, clearly, that has not 
occurred. The House and Senate have 
now cleared their respective versions of 
the same legislation. To date, eleven 
Democrats have opposed the stimulus 
package in the House, and only three 
Republicans—that is three Repub-
licans—have supported it in the Sen-
ate. 

The manner in which this package 
was developed is the clearest dem-
onstration to date that, while the 
President expresses his sincere interest 
in bipartisan collaboration, his own 
leadership in the House stubbornly 
clings to a top-down approach to gov-
erning. That top-down approach to gov-
erning that has dominated our politics 
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